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ABSTRACT: Purpose: To report in descriptive terms the number and nature of Historical Articles and related
papers published in this Journal during the 25 year period of editorship by Dr Mary Ann Chance and Dr Rolf
E. Peters. Methods: Hand-search of the author’s library to locate and order all issues of the Journal of the
Australian Chiropractors’ Association from and including December 1983 and all issues of the Chiropractic
Journal of Australia from March 1991 to and including September 2008. Items categorised as an Historical
Article or In Memoriam were entered into an electronic spreadsheet for further analysis. Related papers were
also noted. Results: A total of 32 named writers produced 89 papers classified as historical. A further five were
unattributed, giving a total of 94. The greater majority of papers (n=54) are written by a sole author, leaving just
8 with multiple authors other than the editors who contributed 27 papers as co-authors. Chance and Peters
have made a significant contribution to documenting the history of the Palmer family while the other themes
are largely chiropractic history in the Australian context, including education. There are 37 In Memoriam pa-
pers reporting the transition of 52 of the profession’s colleagues and friends. Nearly half (n=15) are written
by Mary Ann Chance, and both editors collaborated on a further 10 with Rolf Peters first authoring seven and
Mary Ann Chance, three. A number of special editions were published, each marking significant milestones
of the profession. Discussion: The finding that Peters and Chance have collaborated on 27 historical papers
is remarkable, representing a publication rate of more than one per year. However their total contribution to
historical papers is greater as there are a number of unattributed papers that are likely to represent their joint
work, as well as various contributions not captured by the methodology of this research. The finding that some
54 papers have been written by a sole author may point to a future weakness through the lack of successful
teams in the manner of Peters and Chance. Conclusion: Our understanding of who we may be as chiropractors
and as a discipline comes from knowing where we have been. In the absence of the significant contribution
to the recording of our profession’s history within this Journal the profession would be the poorer for want of a
collective description of our identity. Mary Ann Chance and Rolf Peters have given the profession a bountiful
legacy of their own writing and the priceless legacy of a journal with sufficient breadth to respect and value
our history as well as our science.
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INTRODUCTION

It has previously been reported' that the Chiropractic
Journal of Australia started life some 42 years ago as the
Journal of the Australian Chiropractors Association (JACA),
with Volume 1 Issue 1 being dated October 1966. The merger
in 1990 of the two national associations for chiropractors in
Australia that had existed up to that point meant that each
association’s journal also merged in a notional sense to
create the Chiropractic Journal of Australia. The merger
involved the Australian Chiropractor’s Association (ACA),
publisher of this Journal’s direct predecessor, and the United
Chiropractors Association of Australasia Ltd. (UCAA),
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publisher of Chiropractic Australia (ISSN 0812-9037). The
fact that the lineage of the resultant journal, the Chiropractic
Journal of Australia actually dates from 1966 is itself of
historical interest within the global chiropractic profession,
making it the second oldest continuously published journal
after the Journal of the Canadian Chiropractic Association,
first published 9 years earlier in 1957.

Each of the two preceding journals were produced by a
number of editors and tended to serve as a hybrid of journal
and professional association newsletter. A 1984 issue of
Chiropractic Australia, edited by Dr Peter Bull,? published
at the time Chance and Peters had completed their first year
of editorship of JACA, included a number of association
reports®* in addition to scholarly papers.>¢ It was only a few
years earlier that J4CA itself had begun to evolve from being
a nondescript magazine that combined professional matters,
college reports, world news and clinical reports, with some
advertising.
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After a succession of editors the then editor of JACA,
Dr Judy Hinwood, resigned in 1983 and in the subsequent
issue (XIII issue 3) Drs Mary Ann Chance and Rolf E.
Peters introduced themselves as the newly appointed
editors.” Chance and Peters recognised the importance of
the science of chiropractic being appropriately documented
in the Journal and significantly expanded the Instructions to
Authors® to specifically describe the categories of papers that
were welcome and the concise formatting for the references
that were to be included in each paper. They also provided
guidance on how to construct the manuscript, including the
preparation of tables, legends and illustrations, and included
a model release and form for the assignment of copyright.

However whilst Chance and Peters were not backward
in setting these specific goals for the Journal they were not
overtly setting out to specifically record the profession’s
history. While they did state they would plan to publish
original Australian works almost exclusively’ it may be seen
as a fortuitous outcome that under their editorship the journal
has come to publish a significant body of historical papers,
within both the pages of JACA and now this Journal.

Chance and Peters have indulged their love of history
in general and of the Palmer institution and family in
particular during their 25 years of editorship. Their own
papers, the majority based on painstaking historical research
among original documents in the Palmer archives, have a
particular emphasis on contextualising the Palmer family,
their discovery and development of chiropractic and the
educational institution that is now Palmer University, in
addition to the impact that chiropractic is having throughout
the world and particularly in Australia.

At the beginning of 1995, the centennial year of
chiropractic, Chance and Peters appointed a long-serving
member of the Journal’s editorial board, Dr Stanley P.
Bolton, as Associate Editor for History. This was first noted
in Volume XXV issue 2.

The September 2008 issue of this Journal represented
the 100™ of a 25-year period under the guidance of Chance
and Peters. This writer has elsewhere' provided a structured
analysis of all papers published in the Chiropractic Journal of
Australia under their 25 years of editorship; this paper extracts
asubset of nearly 100 papers classified as an Historical Article
that documents some specific aspect of chiropractic history.
A notation of the theme/s is given by contributing author or
authors; it is not at all surprising to see that Chance and Peters,
or Peters and Chance, figure prominently in this listing. In
addition to these specific Historical Articles, obituaries have
been considered as a sub-classification of Historical Article
and all /n Memoria papers are gathered into an additional
descriptive analysis. Several other papers and Letters have
been purposively selected for inclusion in the discussion.

METHODS

The author’s library provided the source material being
original copies of all issues of the journal edited by Mary
Ann Chance and Rolf Peters. A data base was constructed
in Microsoft Excel and each issue published during the 25
year period from December 1983 to September 2008 was
hand-searched. All content from each issue with the exception
of advertisements, news items and the credits pages was
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individually entered. This included editorials, book reviews,
letters, obituaries (as articles /n Memoriam), and original
articles. The complete source data have served to support a
companion paper published elsewhere.!

Content identified as an Historical Article was filtered for
descriptive analysis in this paper. Simple descriptive data
were gathered and the original papers were reviewed and
themes identified.

RESULTS
Historical papers

There are 94 papers that may be specifically classified as
historical. Five of these are unattributed and the remainder are
sourced from 32 individual writers. An interesting observation
is that apart from Chance and Peters or Peters and Chance
(n=27), the greater majority of papers (n=54) are written by
a sole author, leaving just 8 with multiple authors.

An attempt has been made in Table 1 to convey the
themes typically associated with each author, however this
is of necessity a difficult task as some authors, especially
Chance and Peters, wrote against several distinct themes.
Indeed, about half of the Historical Articles by Chance and
Peters documented history directly relevant to the Palmer
family (Table 2) while the other half addressed general
topics related to chiropractic history in the Australian and
international contexts (Table 3).

Transitions

There are 37 In Memoriam papers reporting the transition
of 52 of the profession’s colleagues and friends. Nearly half
(n=15) are written by Mary Ann Chance, and both editors
collaborated on a further 10 with Rolf Peters first authoring
seven and Mary Ann Chance, three. Of the remainder, Dr
John Sweaney co-authored with Dr John Drinkwater to mark
the transition of John Dillon, 10 were sole authors and two
remain unattributed. These were the first and third published
under the editorship of Chance and Peters and marked the
passing of Vyvyan Daley and Alfred Kaufmann in 1985 and
1986 respectively. A complete listing of those remembered
in this way is given as Table 4.

Special issues

The year 1988 marked the fiftieth anniversary of the ACA
and a special emphasis was placed on Australian history in
the issues of that year. The major event was Congress 88 at
which the World Federation of Chiropractic was founded and
duly reported in the Journal.’

The Call for Papers appeared in the December 1987 issue'®
and promoted the International Chiropractic Congress 1988
as incorporating a multidisciplinary spine and low back
symposium, a chiropractic world overview, chiropractic
education, and chiropractic in the community.

The four issues of the Journal for 1988 carried on the
front cover a commemorative logo noting the 50 years of
the ACA from 1938 to 1988 (Fig 1). In contrast to a flood of
historical articles 1988 saw a strong flow of case studies and
reports of clinical investigation and research. Some may be
open to challenge on methodological grounds but all served
to establish a reasonable foundation. In June the following
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Table 1
SUMMARY BY AUTHOR OF HISTORICAL PAPERS, GIVING GENERAL THEMES
Author N;?ﬁ:r;()f General themes
Bolton SP 19 Chiropractic History - Australia
Bolton SP, et al 1 Chiropractic History - New South Wales
Chance MA 2 Sport (Olympics), Denmark
Chance MA, Peters RE 5 An emphasis on China (circa 1984)
Cowie PS 1 Chiropractic History - Australia
Devereaux EP 1 Education - Australian History
Devereaux EP, et al 2 Chiropractic History — Australia; People (Price)
Drinkwater JS 1 Education - Accreditation
Ebrall PS 5 Chiropractic History and Principles
Ebrall PS, Molyneux TP 2 Education - Australia
Gibbons RW 1 Literature Review - Historical Papers
Giles LGF 1 Chiropractic History - Australia
Gitelman R 1 Chiropractic Research - History
Hinwood JA 1 Chiropractic History - Chile
Hunt RG 2 Chiropractic History - Person (Brake)
Keating J Jr 1 Education - Accreditation
Keating J Jr et al 3 Chiropractic History - People (Hubbard, Schulze)
Milani ML 1 Chiropractic History - Africa
Peters RE, Chance MA 22 Chiropractic History - Australia; Education - Palmer; Palmer family
Palmer Philosophy, Activator Technique
Richards DM 1 Chiropractic History - Australia
Simpson JK 3 Chiropractic History - Australia
Sweaney JA 3 Chiropractic History - People (Bauer, Sherman)
Taylor JAM 2 Chiropractic History - Person (Palmer)
Terrett AGJ 2 Chiropractic History - Hong Kong
Vaughan B 1 Chiropractic History - Person (Palmer genealogy)
Vear HJ 2 Education - Australia
Walker WG 1 Chiropractic History
Wiese G 1 Chiropractic History - Hong Kong
Woo CC 1 Various
Unattributed 5

Alphabetical by family name of first author
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PAPERS BY PETERS RE AND CHANCE MA DIRECTLY RELEVANT TO PALMER HISTORY

Title

Index terms

Citation

Historical Notes - The Operation was a
Success

Murder They Wrote:

The Death of D.D. Palmer and lts
Aftermath

Historical Notes:

A Man Called “Doss”
Chiropractic in Australia:

First Contact
Chiropractic Education:

The Beginning

Chiropractic’s First Half-Century -
1895-1945. Chiropractic and the Law:
Prosecution, Persecution, Protection,
Politics

“The Lost Years” - 1902-1904

The Palmer School of Chiropractic:
Development of the Physical Plant 1905-
1945 - An Australian Perspective

“The Lost Years” Revisited

The Palmer School of Chiropractic:
Development of the Faculty 1906-1945
Chiropractic Education 1905-1945. The
Palmer School Experience: Learning
Climate

What Early Chiropractors “Treated”

Tremors, Trials, Tribulations: The Year
That Was 1906

Disasters, Discoveries, Developments
and Distinction: The Year That Was 1907

History of medicine, 20th century,
chiropractic; History of chiropractic; B.J.
Palmer

chiropractic/history; historical article;
history of medicine, 20th century; history of
chiropractic

chiropractic; chiropractic, education; history
of chiropractic; historical article; history of
medicine, 19th century; history of medicine,
20th century

chiropractic; history of medicine, 20th
century; legislation; Australia; politics;
historical article

chiropractic; historical article

chiropractic, Australia, Palmer School of
Chiropractic

chiropractic; historical article; Palmer school
of chiropractic

chiropractic; history

chiropractic; Australia; historical article

chiropractic; historical article

chiropractic; history of medicine, 20th
century; legislation; historical article

Chiropr J Aust
1991;21:108-12.

Chiropr J Aust
1993;23:143-8.

Chiropr J Aust
1994;24:113-6.
Chiropr J Aust
1995;25:2-5.

Chiropr J Aust
1997;27:51-63.

Chiropr J Aust
1999;29:55-64.

Chiropr J Aust
2003;33:2-10.

Chiropr J Aust
2003;33:43-54.

Chiropr J Aust
2003;33:55-6.
Chiropr J Aust
2003;33:98-116.
Chiropr J Aust
2004;34:136-45.

Chiropr J Aust
2005;35:57-70.
Chiropr J Aust
2006;36:137-47.
Chiropr J Aust
2007;37:145-56.

Ranked by year of publication
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Table 3
GENERAL HISTORICAL ARTICLES BY CHANCE AND PETERS
Authorship Title Index terms Citation
Chance MA Chiropractic in Denmark Chiropractic; Denmark; history; J Aust Chiropractors’
health insurance Assoc. 1986;16:8-11.
Chance MA Chiropractic at the Olympics J Aust Chiropractors’
Assoc. 1985;15:10-1.
Chance MA,  Magazines and Scholarly Scientific writing; chiropractic;  J Aust Chiropractors’
Peters RE Journals: What's the Difference journalism Assoc. 1988;18:137-9.
and Who Cares?
Peters RE, Chiropractic in Australia in 1985: A Chiropractic, Australia; history, J Aust Chiropractors’
Chance MA Thumbnail Sketch development; legitimation; Assoc. 1985;15:101-
education; practitioner 13.
distribution; practitioner
population ratio; professional
accreditation
Peters RE, Historical Notes: An Occasional History of medicine, Chiropr J Aust
Chance MA Series 1961 - A Year of Mourning  chiropractic, 20th century 1991;21:69-71.
Peters RE, Milestones in Spinography: An chiropractic; history of Chiropr J Aust
Chance MA Australian Perspective medicine, 19th century; 1993;23:15-28.
history of medicine, 20th
century; radiography; history of
chiropractic; spinography
Peters RE, Historical Notes: The International Chiropr J Aust
Chance MA College of Chiropractors 1993;23:149-50.
Incorporated
Peters RE, 1910: A Significant Year (or The history; chiropractic; history Chiropr J Aust
Chance MA New Zealand Influence) of chiropractic; history of 1995;25:42-9.
medicine, 20th century;
historical article; Australia;
New Zealand
Peters RE, George Theroux and the Type Australia; chiropractic; history Chiropr J Aust
Chance MA O/Type M Dilemma (or the Ross of chiropractic; history of 1995;25:50-5.
Coulthard Story) medicine, 20th century;
historical article
Peters RE, Chiropractic in Australia 1905- chiropractic; Australia; Chiropr J Aust
Chance MA 1945. The Searby Saga: A Story historical article 2001;31:17-32.
of Hardships and Determination
Peters RE, Australian Spinal Research Chiropr J Aust
Chance MA Foundation: Glimpses of the First 2001;31:107-11.

25 Years

Ranked by year of publication
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Table 4
SUMMARY OF IN MEMORIA
Author The deceased, year
Unattributed Vyvyan Lancelot Daley, 1985
Chance MA, Peters RE Joseph Janse, 1986
Unattributed Alfred Kaufmann, 1986
Chance MA Clarence W Weiant, Raymond L. Nimmo, 1987
Chance MA Donald Maxwell Petersen, 1988
Chance MA Lydia Bardsley, 1989
Sweaney JA Murray A Strudwick, 1990
Chance MA Kenneth Emil Yochum, J Lamoine De Rusha, 1990
Bolton SP James Heggie, 1992
Winter DO Richard Arthur Phipps Todd, 1992
Chance MA, Peters RE Joseph Clay Thompson, Warren Forbes Nolan, 1995
Donato PR The Honourable Kenneth Lance Milne, 1996
Chance MA Robert K. Hackett, 1996
Bolton SP Leonard Bruce Welsh, 1996
Rutledge MC Russell Erhardt, 1996

Peters RE, Chance MA
Peters RE, Chance MA

Peters RE, Chance MA
Chance MA

Peters RE, Chance MA
Hart D

Peters RE, Chance MA

Sweaney JA, Drinkwater J.

Peters RE, Chance MA
Gray G

Hackett R

Lall M

Chance MA

Chance MA

Chance MA

Chance MA

Chance MA

Chance MA

Chance MA

Chance MA

Peters RE, Chance MA
Chance MA

Pierre-Louis Gaucher-Peslherbe, 1996

Agnes Palmer, James Parker, Felix Bauer, Francis Bernard McLeod, George

Emmet Anderson, 1998
Virgil Victor Strang, 1998

Irene Evans, Alan Plint, Kenneth Morgan, 1998

James Albert Arthur Bright, John B Wolfe, Lorraine Golden,1999

Harold Laurence Fogarty, 1999
Galen R Price, Herbert Ross Reaver, 2000

John Louis Dillon, 2001

William S Rehm, Walter B Wolf, 2002

Charles Birnie, 2003

Desmond Greaves, 2003

Janus J Fawke, 2003

Marcia Rita Hart LeBreton Cerutty, David Michael Goodrich, 2002

Elmer C Crowder, 2002

Gayer Wentworth Searby, 2003

Fred H. Barge, 2003
Anthony R Hart, 2003

Keith Michael Phillips, 2005

Beatrice B Hagen, 2005

Professor Edwin Clifford Webb, Jerome F. McAndrews, 2006
William Heath Quigley, 2006
Frank Leonhard Wyss, 2007

Ranked by year of publication
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Fig 1. The logo marking the fiftieth anniversary of the Australian
Chiropractors Association, used on each issue during 1988.

year Leboeuf published a review!' of articles published in
the journal during 1985 to 1988 demonstrating the increased
number of Case Reports and Original Data Reports that
appeared during 1988.

The first issue for the year saw the end of the inclusion
of a lead article from the President of the ACA. The Letters
page of that issue carried a suggestion from Bruce Walker
that such content more correctly belonged in a newsletter.!
The Editorial moved to the first page of each issue where it
remains.

The Letters pages also documented an acerbic exchange
between a Queensland practitioner and the Australasian
Council on Chiropractic Education (ACCE) and the Phillip
Institute of Technology (PIT). In essence, Charlton argued'
the profession needed to give more thought to the nature
and type of postgraduate awards which should be given
to chiropractors. He concluded the professional directions
implicit in the types of awards made may be inappropriate,
and the awardees presently ill-qualified."

In reply the President of the ACCE defended post-graduate
endeavour that was clinically-based and reflected in the
‘fellowship/college’system."* Kleynhans, the then Head of the
chiropractic program at PIT, extensively argued that Charlton
did not appear to understand the difference between various

postgraduate programs required by the profession."

The matter warranted a response from the Editors
reflecting on a possible error of judgement in their attempt
to steer a course between overstatement or emotionalism on
the one hand, and censorship or the gagging of dissenting
thought on the other.! By way of an historical footnote, the
College to which those Fellows were admitted would appear
to now be non-existent, not the least evidenced by the low
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Fig 2. The logo marking the centenary of chiropractic, used on each
issue during 1995.

level of publication, a significant concern at the time of
Charlton’s."

While the process may well have been appropriate within
the circumstances that existed at that time the total number
of chiropractors with a Fellowship earned through rigorous
academic study and examination remains less than 10. On a
positive note the professional association launched a more
appropriately structured College in 2006, an achievement
reported within the Journal."”

The year 1995 marked the centenary of the chiropractic
discipline and each of the four issues carried a celebratory
logo (Fig. 2). Each issue also carried one or more Historical
Articles. The centenary of chiropractic education was marked
in a single issue (June) in 1997, again with a unique logo on
the cover (Fig. 3). Five of the six original papers published
in this special edition celebrated an aspect of chiropractic
education, as did the Editorial.'®

The year 2005 marked the centenary of chiropractic in
Australia and each issue during that year carried a logo (Fig.
4) that included a portrait of Barbara Brake, found to be the
first person to practise chiropractic in Australia after a period
of training with D.D. Palmer in Davenport.

Frequent Flyers

On a light note, early in the period of the Chance and
Peters’ editorship the Association was somewhat more
adventurous with their choice of location for the annual
conference. Having met in previous years in Nadi and Manila
the 1985 conference was held in Rotorua.”

In 1988 it was the turn of 31 international representatives
to travel to Sydney for what was to be the conference at

Chiropractic Journal of Australia
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which the World Federation of Chiropractic (WFC) would
be founded, as noted above.” The most recent WFC meeting
in this hemisphere was the 2008 Education Conference in
Beijing?® and it is reported as being beneficial for chiropractic
in China.?' A quarter of a century earlier, in 1983 Drs Chance
and Peters joined a delegation of American chiropractors
who undertook a three-week study tour of China during
which numerous presentations about and demonstrations of
chiropractic were given in a range of venues including the
Hangzhou Research Institute of Chinese Traditional Medicine
and a number of hospitals. The activity was duly reported
in a series of papers by Chance and Peters under the banner
China Diary.**>

DISCUSSION

The finding that Peters and Chance have collaborated on 27
historical papers is remarkable, given the complexity of their
duties as editors shepherding the manuscripts of other authors
through the distillation process that leads to publishable work.
It should be noted that the number given as 27 only represents
those papers where clear attribution is included. There are
additional papers, at least five of which are unattributed, that
are likely to represent their joint work.

When the single papers of each are added, along with the
obituaries they have penned, the grand total represents a truly
significant contribution to our profession’s body of historical
literature. In addition to this Dr Peters also published in other
categories such as Original Article within this Journal.*

The finding that some 54 papers have been written by a
sole author tells us something about the nature of studying,
interpreting and writing about our history. In contrast to the
trend evident in papers derived from funded science where
multiple authorship is almost out of control*’?* the act of
documenting history seems positively selfish.

Yet history is an interpretive process, dependent on the
socialisation of the writer, the cultural expectations of the
target audience, and the inherent lack of truth that represents
the human experience. Given these characteristics it is not
surprising that the recording of an individual’s perspective of
history in the form of a publishable paper that survives peer
review is somewhat an experience in selfishness.

Should there be any substance to this perspective it
may point to those of us who care deeply that our history
is recorded. Perhaps it may give us some clue as to how to
increase participation from within those associations of ours
that exist to respect and document the history of chiropractic.
The real question is, how can we stimulate greater interest and
participation from people more new to the profession than the
authors whose work is documented in this paper?

The historical papers published under the editorship of
Chance and Peters have formed the evidence base of this
writer’s teaching in the History and Principles of Chiropractic
within the chiropractic curriculum of RMIT University.
Exposure to the actual written record of our profession may be
one way to engage new students in a learning experience that
positively encourages a deeper learning about our profession’s
history. Another way may be for experienced writers to
mentor new writers on shared papers where possible.
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EDITION

Fig 3. The logo marking the centenary of chiropractic education, used
on the June 1997 issue.

2005

1905 B =5
CENTENARY
CHIROPRACTIC IN AUSTRALIA

Fig 4. The logo marking the centenary of chiropractic in Australia,
used on each issue during 2005.

In turn this may be seen as placing a responsibility on those
very few of us, only some 32 people as documented in this
paper out of a profession of something like 3,500 practitioners
Australasia-wide, to, as Chance and Peters said in 19978
successfully pass the torch. The obvious question for those 13
or so authors who published just one paper during this 25 year
period is, where are your second and third papers? And then
when the reality hits that 32 authors out of an Australasian
discipline of some 3,500 practitioners is a pathetic 0.1% of
our profession, we are left to wonder what lies ahead.

On the other hand, why should we bother writing anymore?
Hasn’t our history been sufficiently documented, including
the magnificent contributions published in the Chiropractic
Journal of Australia during this period? Isn’t it just possible
that there is no more history to be discovered and reported?
Aren’t our students digital natives?*® who communicate using
a bundle of airborne electrons as a short message service
(SMS) punched into a miniature keyboard by a bent thumb
using appalling abbreviations with a complete absence of
grammar and spelling?

What about those of us who can still fill a fountain pen
with ink and write meaningful scratches on a hard interface
called paper? Is what we are trying to say worth hearing
today? Further, is today’s new generation of chiropractors
even listening?
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In the meantime Chance and Peters have come to represent
the epitome of writing and publication in our discipline
especially in the field of chiropractic history. In turn this
Journal is quite rightly spoken of as the other history journal
with reference against the journal Chiropractic History (ISSN
0736- 4377).

Where we move to over the next 25 years is another
question.

CONCLUSION

Our understanding of who we may be as chiropractors and
as a discipline comes from knowing where we have been; in
turn this may assist us to predict where we may be going. It
is difficult to estimate the value of the many papers published
in the Journal that document and interpret our history, yet
without them we would be the poorer for want of a collective
description of our identity.

It is not surprising to see the significant contribution the
Chiropractic Journal of Australia has made and continues to
make in this process. Mary Ann Chance and Rolf Peters have
given the profession a bountiful legacy of their own writing
and the priceless legacy of a journal with sufficient breadth
to respect and value our history as well as our science.
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