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This is best represented by the two masils of "Comedy"™ and "Iragedy",

N

&4, THE DARK SIDE.
Following are some of the aspects of the darker side of the picture:

1. The Chiropractice Mind. Chiropractors think, act, and spealt in
& Irame of reierence THAT 1S entirely foreign to the typical doctor of
medicine, This is readily apparent Fron Chiropractic publications, parti-
cularly those sponscored by the "mixers®, By way of illustration, I hazve
distributed copies of a brochure published by the Hational Chiropractic
Associztion, This publication reprints a2 letter from F.. J. L. Blasinganme, 1
to Executive Secretaries of constituent and component medical associations,
on the subject of "Current Status of Chiropractic" including a questionnaire
 Seeking answers to nine rather innocuous quastions. The FCA publication
‘continues with some rather volatile remarlks, and then sets forth 38 guestior
runder the heading "Survey of Medicine',

You will note that these questions include the following:

"Do you know of 2ny instances of ungualified medical doctors BHNBC Rl e
to give spinal menipulations or chiropractic adjustments,to batients? Plea:
‘state nzmes, dates, places, and other details, -

"Please send 2ll information and nevs releases concerning M.D's baiug
chzrzed with m2lpractice by patients or other adverse medical publicity in
your arez. ol ' -

-
"What zre the most common complaints of yeur patients when they exyre-:
Gissatisfaction with previous ineffective or harmful treztment by M.D's?
: "How many cases of serious injury or death of patients are the result c:
érug injections by M.D's in your zrea? '

"Do you know of instances of M.D's obtzining FRES drﬁg samples from sl
-men 2nd later selling them to patients?

"Since the AHA is vigorously orposing llational IHealth Legislation as
"M"socialized medicine™, do you feel +he TCA and ICA and other related healin
proiessions should coorerate with the AFL-CIO, the American Ilurses Associa-
=tion, and the Kennady administration in enciorsing and Supporting Heazlth Ca-
==Zander Sowcizal Security and other social legislation?

"Since reportedly the M.D's have the highest ratio of drug addicts in
their professions of any otker group are ywu aware of many such in Jour are

"Do you know of instances whcre”pgtiegts have become drug addicts throu
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. The Size of Chiropractic. Chiropractic frecguently boasts thot.
sccond largest p-ozession in che healing arts. It claims 25,000

d chiropractors which compares with approximately 250,000 doctors of
e, and 12,500 osteopaths.

3. lMNumber of Chiropractic Cchools. At the present time there are

! by

- the public mind. Tor example, the Octobér,'lQSQ,
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nealipg Art".

-and Chiropractic” which is available at news stands.

t

Strnte Licensure. Chiropractors are licensed in all but four

AI
» Darely, Hassachusetts, New Yorl, Mississippi, and Louisians,

gtates

5. Active Public Relations Program. It is readily apparent from t
publications of chiropractors that they ar¢ currently placing great empinasi
on public relations programs designed to”ﬁ%ovc the "image" of chiropractic

Issue of LicCalls, carried
spzcizl report entitled "The Case Forxr The Chiropractorsi”". The lowz Federz
tionist, a labor newspaper, ha;mcarried a series of ads "Published iﬁ?@ubli
interest by the Chiropractic Horfession of Jowa", These institutional ads
have atiractive zrt worls and contain such mmessages as "Foundation for Healt

na

Your rerves and Vhat They Do For You'; "'Slipped Disk' Sufferers Find Velco
Relief in Chiropractic Care'; "fcross the Hation Alert Americans Salute 65
Years of Chiropractic'; "The Modern Chiropractor Has High Professional
taxdards'; "Health Through Chiropractic - Sciatica Sufferers Find Prompt
Relief in Chiropractic Care™, and "Chiropractic Health Service Relieves
flervous Tension. :

You also mey hove noticed the new pocketbool: publication entitled “Your Hea

This is billed as "Th
Complete, True Story of America's Fastest Growing and Most Controversial

6. The Public Relotions Vacuum Left By Hedicine, In all but a Iow

stztes organized medicine has ignored Chiropractic and its effort to create
z fovorable "image" through its public relations program. This is 2n uzthe
scme situation as ths public is exposed only to the Chiropractic claims of
excolle

nce and accomplishment without having the opportunity to know of the
strict legazl limitations imposed on Chiropractic practice, the unscientifi
premise en which Chiropractic is founded and the grossly inferior quality o

"Chiropractiic troining and experience. If this vacuum is permitted to conti

to exist, modicine is in dznger of losing by defzult the public relations
battle initiatad by the Chiropractiors.

T Comﬁunity:ﬂctivities of Chirepractors. Chiropruactors are not a
busy a5 pHysicians and many oz ehem use their more abundant leisure time to
participate in civic and community affairs and establish themselves as
accepted citizsas. Any status thus achieved is used to exploit chiropracti
as a profession deserving of ccceptance and recognition by the community.

C. Use of the te-m "Decter". It must b2 recognized that the tarm-
tdestor™, whici traditionally nas acsignated 2 doctor of medicine, has begu
: 2 cpplied indiscriminately to other practitioners of the healirng arts.
= is reason to tezlieve that many chiropractors are happy to be consider
"dostors" rather than “"Chiropractors", and that many of them aspire to Iill
thz "void" presumably left by those osteopaths who have abandoned thelr
cul+is=m and have limited their practices to scientific principles. Also,

ER N

oximately 17 Chiropractic schools, 25 compared with five Colleges of
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> protection of +the publie,
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tetors have moved into £mall communities which LZVe no other

©f the healing arts ang are ndvancing the notion that they

" rather than "chiropractorg",
aware
ion depends on the
-efforts.-have been--

S. Active necruitment of Students, Chiropractors cre well
of the fact INaT the continued existence of their profess

Stepped up a2nd modernized in recent years,

_ 10. Downgrading of the Medical Prifession. The average Physician
not in "compeTiiion® with chiropractors and thooses to igriore them. Chiro-
practonrs, on the other hand, consider themselves to be in active "competiti
with doctors of medicine and accordingly find occasion to derice or belittl
scientific Standards, principles and Proctices in order to raise their own
esteen, Horeover, the gChiropractic organi:ations, Particularly those
sponsored by the "Hixers", are in search of z "whipping boy" that will unit
the chiropractic profession. Doctors of mizdicine in general, and the AMA
in particular, are usually selected as the most likely candidate., The
mediczl profession should welcome lhonest and constructive criticisms; howev
the type of propaganda so frequently indulied in by chiropractors does harg

scientific medicine to Some extent and misleads the Public to its own
detrizent,

XL Extolling a False Discrediteg Dogma., Chiropractic is the fore
most cult in The country. IIs continued existence for a period of 65 years
should cause concern Lo those interested in scientific medicine and in the

" "mixers' are represented by the National Association of Ch

e, e Cae
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. B. .TEE BRIGUT SIDE, : " y

1. Chiropractic Factionalism, Chiropractors are di
major groups or TEZcTions. The "straights" - who limit their practice to
manipulations of the spine and other incidental adjustments - and the
"mixers" -~ who are unwilling to be resiricted to the basic chiropractic
concept and want to "mix' in additional modalities znd forms of treatment.
The "straights" are represented by the International Chiropractic Associati
reportedly with 5,400 members, with headquarters 2t Davenport, Jowa. - The -
irgpractors with
headquarters at Vebster City, Iowa. 3. J. Palmer, son of ‘the Zounder of
Chiropractic, was the moving Spirit .of the International Chiropractic
Association, and was violently opposed to 'the mixers". His death, within
the pzst iwo years, raised the hopes of the "mixers" that the two factions
might unite, Although there have been meetings between the_two SToups,
thus far there has been no major step toward unity and the division of
chiropractic into the/ two factions continues, )

vided into two

. 2. Lack of Uniformity in Definition of Chiropractic Practice.
One of the prozrams oY Ihe "mixers™ 15 TQ GSTabIliSh 3 unirorm deiinition
of chiropractic in 211 states. They recognized that this would tend to
unite and strengthen their profession., The fatt that chiropractic is not

ggrecognized in four states and that the definition of the Dractice is

resiricted and diverse in the remaining states is an obvious source of
weakness to chiropractic,

3. Conclusions of the Stanford Report. A 1980 report, entitled
"Chiropractic in CaliIornia™ and made by StznTord Research Institute, is




.
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des that there ore four characteristics of
llows:

0 E

The number of chiropractic practitioners and students is .
declining.

‘ 2. Chiropractors, nlthough comprising the .second largest. group- -
ey e R YEYE, B8rve less than one-thirtieth of the market for
healing services.
3., There is a high degree of internal dissension among chiropract:
& ;
4

4, Chiropractic education has not succeeded in obtaining financial

support from its own practitioners, from its Iriends, or from
government sources."

-The report continues by stating three possibilities as to the future of
chimepractic: :

"], The emerpgence of the 'straighis' as a specialized hezalth field,
such as dentistry, or psychiatry.

2. The emergence of the 'mixers' as medical men - ‘chiropractic
physicians and surgeons'.

3., The géneral continued decline of chiropractic zs a2 profession
~ in its present Iorm."

" The report concludes: "on the basis of this research, the third possibilift)
zppears to be the most realistic". -
4. Osteopathic Developments. The fact that osteopathy
its Yecultisn" is = mMOSL encouraging sign. LS long as ostecopathy and chiro-
oractic both claimed that manipulation and adjustment had special therapeutic
znd remedizl qualities, the uninformed public might very well be led to
conclude that dociors of medicine resisted this type oi "cultism" for )
selfish or prideful rezsons. Ilowever, the capitulation of osteopaths on "
this specific point is the most persuasive proof possible that medicine has.
been right in its stand on "cultism" and should be an important factor in
persuading the public that chiropractic is wrong.
5.  Financial Problems of Chiropractic Schools, The Stanford repo
states “of the 500 to CUU chiropractiic scinools that have operated in the
_United States at one time or another siace 1800, only 23 remain. Other
sources set the number of schools at 17. Chiropractic schools have been
unsuccessiul in attracting endowments and public funds and for the most part
have had to rely on tuition for financing. This fact, plus the rapidly
mounting costs of operating an educational "institution, place the-existing
schools under serious financial pressure. This is a most vulnerable point
. of the chiropractic profession at the present time.

is abandon:

6. Chiropractic Legislative Programs Unsuccessful. Chiropractors,

rﬁarticularly tThote of The 'mixer. persuasion, have made valiant effiorts ta
promote stzte and federal legislative changes. The fact that such efforts,
in the main, have been unsuccessful is encouraging, but it would be fatal
‘gr the medical profession to develop 2 sense of false security on this
accounte '

L,
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7. Qdecent Judicial Decisions Dave Been Unfavorable to Chiroprads:
s b, B E= Z The Sd S gYrnia ~LT2 JOIre L ouedical SlNAN0rS VS e 0N 02
.S Th2 Lzs imzales Sunerior Court of Jangary JI, 1802 eld That 3 Chlropraccc
=:CInnst zraciice obstetrics. In another California case decided in 19061,
={recs vs Czlifornia tate Roard of jiedical Eixaminers, the Court held that
iiCensea criropractors could not use 4rugs nor practice obstetrics. A
CaliZorniz court has also convicted a chiropractor of manslaughter, as I
weczll, for the death of an eight year o0ld cancer victim whom he trezted Wi
-fodine-water-and- vitamin-pilrsy————— ' e
On Liay 4, 1962, the llew Yorl Supteme Court, in the cazse of Chiropractic
‘£Ssociation of llew Yorl: vs Hillboe, sustained a# order by the commissiodner
~ 0% punlic cealth which banned the use of x-ray equipment by chiropractors,
It was 2lso established in 19€2, in the case of England vs Louisiana State
Soard of Medical Zxaminers, that the Louisizna #edical Practice ZoT appliec
TO ChRlropracltors and 1is constituticonal,

.

g. Anti-quackery Activities, dulings of +the Pure Food and Drug
Administration Nave outlawsd devices used by some chiropractors, Also, the
stepped up activities of the American liedical Association with regard to
cuackery is gncouraging,

- 11 WHAT KEDICINE SIIOULD DO ABOUT TIE CHIROPRACTIC MENACE.

Organized medicine should undertake 2 more clearly-defined pProgram to
solve the chiropractic problem. Most of the activities that will be regqui:
3 have their local, state znd national aspects znd therefore call for action

by the county a2nd state medical societies a2s well as the fimerican lMediczal
Associztion, I submit the following suggestions for organized medicine at
2ll three levels: ; :

Iy

il

A. Face up to the chiropracti¢ menace as a2 major problen.

Although organized medicine récognizes chiropractic a2s 2 problen, it i:
oy own observation that this particular problen is apt to e relegated to
2 subordinzte position 6f.importance because of the press of other matters

I strongly recommend that organized medicine accept the chiropractic menacs
~ 2s 2 najor problem of primary signiiic;nce to the medical profession and i«
i the public.

- B. TForm a committee. ,

I recommend that the AMA, each State HMedieal Society, and each County
Hedical Society, consider the formation of 2 specizl comnittee on chiropra

C. Obtain information about chiropractic. s .

-
‘

The Al4 has already assigned staff responsibility on this subject to

Mr. Ed. Donelan, of the Legal Department, and he has already assembled a
" cozsiderable amount of chiropractic data that should be made available to

the state znd county medical societies, 25 well as to individual physician
=iedical societies would be well advised to maintain a clipping service on
chiropractic, and each state medical Society should conduct. a survey on
the subject. Obviously, it will not be possible to duplicate the Stanford
stucy of "“Chiropractic im California" in 2ll states, but the closer this
icdezl can be zpproximated the better.

" - AMA 2 a0 as

‘H”
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-. Zgucate physicicns on the subject of chiropractic

]
00
*J

hysicians, chiropractic is utterly ridiculous. Consequently,-
ians have either ignored or ridiculed chiropractic and let it zo at
Buv.  This approach may have served 2 use:iul purpose in the past, but it

is not sufiicient for the present day. The public 1S entitlod—to—haye

~——factsy-Iigures and sEientiTic Information about this cult and its practices
and limitations. The public does and should loalk té the medicail professior
for unbiased and autlhoritative information on this subject. iHedicine has
not fully met this responsibility. It is time that future physicians are
properly informed while in medical school und that practicing physicians
be zdequately informed through medical soclety activities and prograns,

E. ELducazte the public on chiropiractic. ’

This, of course, should be done through the usual means of communicatia
such s, newspapers, magazines, television, pamphlets, etc. I am personall
skeptical thot the licCzll's article entitled "The Case Tor The Chiropractor
w2s written just because the author thought it would make = fascinating
‘erticle. I see no reason why similar articles, whicH, however, would conve
the actual facts about chiropractic; could not be "stimulated"

ior magazine
znd the press.

Medicine has many naturdl and well established lizisons with profession
groups such as the pharmacists, dentists,'hospitals, nurses, nursing homes,
etc., as well as many nonprofessional groups. The opportunity exists ‘for

N informing these groups on this vital subject, and the opportunity should
Fpnot be missed. - , - -

n
7
L ™

F. Encourage chiropractic disunity,

The thiropractic problem is less escute because of the Tactionalism of
chITOSraecTors 1nto 2t Jenst’ thosmalen grouns.  Inimy opinicon, the "“straight
azre less of a -menzce than the “mixers", Any action that prevents the
"straights" from being telked over by the "nixers" is desirable.

G. Undertalkte 2 positive program of “containment", . &

Although it would be emotionally satis{ying to recommend a bold course
of action whereby chiropractic would  be eliminated through legislative
zction, this is not 2 practical .solution to the problem =zt this time. A&
more feasible solution, and one that is indicated as being well within the
public interest, is to "contain" chiropraciic within its present narrow
and limited scope. II this program is successfully pursued,” it is entirely
lilkely that chiropractic as a2 profession will *wither on the vine” and the
chiropractic menace will die a natural but somewhat undramatic death. This
policy of "containment" might well be pursued along the following lines:

l. Insist that chiropractors identify themselves as such. -

= ITowa law permits physicians, osteopaths:, chiropractors, dentists,

Tpodiatrists and optometrists to use the term "doctor" but only on condition

“that the practitioner further identify himcelf by the letters “ii.D.", "D.O.
"D.C.", "D.D.3.", "Podiatrist" or "Optomeitrist". 1In addition, Iown law
expressly requires that every chiropractor *"shall place updn 2ll signs used
by him, and display prominently in his office, the word 'Chiropractor'".

e my s 58 ¥
Trmmo™ arnfm=romomnt AF e e %o -
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orractors who would pose as physicians rather than cultists aond linmize:

- - -
TLON2rS.,

2. Enforce the chiropractic piraccice act and other erlistinr 3
; =
l'o effort has been made by the Iowz iledical Society, in recent years
compel chiropractors to confine themseives to the narrow scope of the

7

g
being proverl administered, to ro uire the 3oard of Chiropractic Examiner:
] y } &

to release more specific information asg to those being licensed 2s chiro-
praciors and to disclose the results cof their examinations, and to enforce

the lepfal requirements pertaining to chiropractic schools., o, salutary

interest in the enforcement of these laws would do much to accomplish a
peolicy of "containment® without reguiring the enactment of additional

legislation,
5 o

‘i

w Fhrough suitable cooperation of medicine with industrial comnissions,
Zemployer's organizations and labor unions.

3. Enforcement of Pure TFood and Drupg Laws.

Each State, through the State Department of Health, the Doard of liedic:
Examiners, the State liedical Society, or some other agency, should underta’
suificient investigational activity to uncover violations of enistiang state
laws, as well as existing federal laws, A proper enforcement of the Feder:
Pure Food and Drug Laws will eliminate many of the "gadgets" and machines
used by chiropractors in their practice.

-4, ZIEncourare ethical complainis igainst chiro ractors.
(%3 =

State laws customarily provide that proiessional licensesvmay be revol

= for "unprofessional conduct" and for other Specified reasons. ijost of thes

laws 2pply to chiropractic licenses. in addition, the chiropractic orgasni-
zations have some ethical rules and requireients, I recommend that ethical
and professional violations be czlled to the attentien of the state board
of chiropractic examiners for action in the first instance. This would hav
the selutary effect of letting chiropracto:ss know they were under sur-—
veillance and, in some states at least, the board of chiropractic examiners
could be counted on to fake the proper action. If satisfactory action is
not forthcoming, it would be advisable in lmany instances to talte the matier
into court, or pursue it through the State Department of Health.

S. Oppose chiropractic inrosds in health insurance,.

& recent 1all Street Journal article states "Al1l told, more than 500
health insurance companies now recoznize chiropractic, up Irom 200 only
Seven years ago. The number continues to mount steadily™, --1n Ry jJudgzent
this "advance" has been made possible in large part because of the inertia
of organized medicine. ) :

G. Oppose chiropractic inroads in workmen's compencsation.

Chiropractors are making a determined effort to obtain a larger shzre
of Vorlkmen's Compensztion cases. These ef:iorts can and should be resisted




7. Uppose chiropractic inroads inivo labor unions.

Another otjective of chivopractic is to obtain greater acceptance on the
of organizec labor. liedicine would be well advised to face this proble:
raly and to undexrtalie the neccssary steps to solve it.,

8. Oppose chiropractic inroads into hospltals.

In general, chlropractors have not been successful in establishing
hospitals or gaining admission into existing hospitals. However, this area
of activity should be carefully guarded, as hospitalization of patients by

chircprazctors would give 2 status and prestLge to chxronractxc that is
neither necessary nor desirable.

9. Contain chiropractic schools.

The Stanford report, “Chiropractic in California’, makes it clear that
chirepractic schools in California are having serious financizl problems.
Any successiul policy of "containment" of chiropractic, must necessarily be
directed at the schools. To the extent that these financial problems contim
or multiply, and to the extent that the schools are unsuccessiul in their

recruiting programs, the chiropractic menace of the future will be reduced
and possibly eliminated. :

. Haintain 2z strong legislative pozition.

In general, medicine has been successiul in resisting the efforts of
xne chiropractic pro¢esszon to enhance its nosition through lerpislation.
These defensive legislative programs should be continued and intensified.

Yhether an "offensive" legislative prougnm should be undertaken against
chiropractic should be determined by each state medical society in the light
of all the circumstances prevailing. Such 2 positive legislative program
might include more demanding legislation with regard to chiropractic schools
the elimination of Xx~ray by chiropractors, and the enactment of or tightenin
of existing basic science laws., A program of this type is zapt to be mis-
construed by the public and by legislators unless a proper educational
program as to the menace of chiropractic has first been instituted.

III. CONCLUSIDHS. g

b Chlropractors pose 2 threat to the public z2nd to scientific medicine

B, The unification of chiropractors inte a single group would increase
this threat, particularly if the "mixer" concept should prevail.

C. The "mixers" may achieve their gozl of emerging 2s "medical men™ if
organized medicine remains apathetic to thls problen.

D. Any action undertzken by the mediczal profess;on should be directed
toward:

1. Education of the profession and the public.
2. "Containment' of the chiropractic proiession.

3. The stifling of chiropractic schools. T e~ . (4
| | Kiaa B 00138



Z. Action taken by the medical pr
and in good toste.

ofession should be fizn, bersistent

1. Behind the Scenes whenever Possible.
2, In attacking “cultism" in general, orpanized medicine need not -

-

be reticent. . inmpnoclaimiageﬁheméﬁctmthatw

chirop¥rastis is the
pPrimary target,

+ lNever give pProfessional recognition to chiropractors. . N
« Action should be directed against chiropractic as a cult not

against chiropractors as persons - "“Hate the sin but love the
Sinner", ' '

T+ A sucecessiul

program of containment will Tesult in the decline of T
chiropractic, ° ' ' :

“‘

s
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